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Title: 	Faces of Ice #5: Gw'educ (Orca)


Dimensions: Image: 18x24                 Framed: 22x28


Years 	      Taken: 2016	      Printed: 2023


Edition Total: 	 OPEN	 	             Print #: 1


The sole copyright of the original photograph is retained by the photographer. 
Any unauthorized reproduction is in violation of U.S. copyright laws.


All information contained herein are true and correct.


Gw'educ is the name for orcas or killer whales in the language of the Kwakwaka'wakw people, 
who are Indigenous Peoples from the Pacific Northwest Coast of North America. The 
Kwakwaka'wakw have a rich cultural heritage that includes a deep spiritual connection to the 
natural world, including the sea and the creatures that inhabit it. Orcas are highly revered in 
Kwakwaka'wakw culture and are considered to be powerful and intelligent beings. 

The name gw'educ means "the people under the water" and reflects the Kwakwaka'wakw 
belief that orcas are not just animals, but are beings with their own society and way of life. In 
Kwakwaka'wakw mythology, orcas are often associated with transformation and are believed to 
have the power to change humans into killer whales and back again. — chatGPT
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