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In the summer of 1595, when Shakespeare wrote A 
Midsummer Night's Dream, England was experiencing an 
unprecedented drought. Will brought this calamity into 
his script as a wink to then modern times amidst the tale 
from ancient Greece of Theseus and Hipployta's 2 week-
long wedding celebration: Four days will quickly steep 
themselves in night./Four nights will quickly dream away 
the time./And then the moon, like to a silver bow/New 

bent in heaven, shall behold the night/Of our solemnities.


It is Hipployta's Faerie Queene alter-ego who states:


And thorough this distemperature we see 
The seasons alter: hoary-headed frosts 
Fall in the fresh lap of the crimson rose, 
And on old Hiems’ thin and icy crown 
An odorous chaplet of sweet summer buds 
Is, as in mockery, set. 
                                         The spring, the summer, 
The childing autumn, angry winter, change 
Their wonted liveries, and the mazèd world 
By their increase now knows not which is which. 

A speech never more relevant to today's unstable climate and untimely severe weather events.

Hiems means winter in Latin and here Shakespeare personifies Winter with a possessive, old 
Hiems' thin and icy crown. In our portrait, Hiems' crown is fracturing and tumbling from his 
head, wreath of roses and all.




Certif icate of Authentici ty  
Certifies that this is an authentic, collectible photograph. It is printed to archival qualities and

signed by the photographer. A thumbnail of the photograph is shown here.


Title: Faces of Ice #8: Old Hiems


Image: 24x18                	          Framed: 22x28


Taken: 2016	 	 	 	 Printed: 2023


Edition Total: OPEN	                   	         Print #: 1


The sole copyright of the original photograph is retained by the photographer. Any unauthorized reproduction is in violation of U.S. 
copyright laws.


All information contained herein are true and correct.


The broken face of Old Hiems may be hard to discern up close, but from across the room his 
mask of ice, cold and cracked, covering the lower half of his face and one of his eyes, is more 
apparent.
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